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BURHAN WANI: UNMASKING THE MYTH OF A TERROR ICON

On July 8th, each year, a dangerous fiction is revived by select
voices across the border and extremist sympathizers: the
glorification of Burhan Wani as a “martyr” or a “freedom fighter.”
In reality, Wani was neither. He was a self-proclaimed commander
of Hizbul Mujahideen — a Pakistan-backed terrorist organization
— responsible for radicalizing youth, inciting violence, and
obstructing the path of peace in Jammu and Kashmir.

Far from being a symbol of resistance, Burhan Wani represents
everything that the people of Kashmir have rejected: violence,
bloodshed, and a future hijacked by militancy.

The Reality Behind the Social Media “Icon”

Burhan Wani is often romanticized for using social media to
“spread awareness.” But the truth is, his videos were carefully
crafted propaganda tools designed to lure young minds into a
false and dangerous ideology. He didn’t inspire courage — he
manipulated innocence. He didn’t lead a political movement — he
led a terror campaign.

Hizbul Mujahideen, the group Wani belonged to, has been
designated a terrorist organization by India, the United States, and
the European Union. It has carried out countless attacks on
civilians, security forces, and public institutions. Associating
religious values with this legacy of blood is not only unethical, it is
criminal.

Kashmir Is Not a Battleground of Religions

One of the most poisonous lies repeated by extremist narratives is
that Kashmir is a religious war — a conflict between “Muslim
Kashmiris” and “Hindu pagans.” This is a deliberate distortion
aimed at dividing communities, both in the Valley and beyond.
Kashmir is not a religious battlefield. "It is a land of spiritual
depth, cultural richness, and pluralistic heritage."

AMAN KI CHAH TARAQQIl KI RAAH PAGE 1/8



India’s ethos is built on coexistence — not conflict. Every citizen of
Jammu and Kashmir, regardless of religion, enjoys the same
constitutional rights as any Indian. The attempt to communalize
the issue of Kashmir is not just intellectually dishonest; it is a
betrayal of Kashmir's own syncretic identity.

The True Martyrs: Victims of Terror, Not Its Perpetrators

Let us remember who the real martyrs are: the children killed in
crossfire, the civilians caught in grenade blasts, the Kashmiri
Pandits driven out of their homeland, the Muslim policemen
murdered for doing their duty, and the Indian soldiers who laid
down their lives to protect peace.

Over a hundred innocent lives were lost in the unrest triggered by
Burhan Wani’s death in 2016 — not for a noble cause, but due to
a carefully orchestrated campaign of violence and misinformation.
"To celebrate that chaos is to celebrate suffering."

Youth Deserve Education, Not Explosives

Burhan Wani’s so-called “legacy” is often painted as a call for
resistance. But what did he truly leave behind? A path strewn
with graves, orphaned children, grieving parents, and a
generation of young people robbed of their potential. The youth
of Kashmir need laptops, not grenades; careers, not Kalashnikovs.
Today, schools in Kashmir are open, colleges are thriving, tourism
is bouncing back, and infrastructure is improving. These are the
fruits of peace, not resistance. It is this progress that needs to be
protected — not the false legacy of a terrorist who served foreign
interests.
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India’s Path: Democracy, Not Dictatorship of Guns

India’s approach to Jammu and Kashmir has always been rooted in
democratic principles. The abrogation of Article 370 in 2019 was a
historic step towards full constitutional integration and equal
rights for all citizens in the region. Elections are being conducted,
development is being prioritized, and the youth are participating
in sports, innovation, and business.

These are the real indicators of a society healing from decades of
trauma — not armed struggle or theocratic slogans.

Rejecting the Cult of Terror

The myth of Burhan Wani needs to be buried with the violence he
left behind. Kashmir will not move forward by revisiting the dark
chapters written by terrorists. It will progress only through peace,
partnership, and participation in India’s democratic mainstream.
The idea of India is stronger than bullets and blood. And the people
of Kashmir — proud, resilient, and forward-looking — deserve
better than to be shackled by the failed dreams of men like Burhan
Wani.
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AMARNATH YATRA: A CELEBRATION OF FAITH AND UNITY IN
KASHMIR

Every year, the sacred journey of the Amarnath Yatra becomes a
powerful symbol of India’s religious harmony and resilience.
Pilgrims from across the country undertake this spiritual trek to
the holy Amarnath Cave, nestled in the heart of Jammu and
Kashmir. Far from being a “military exercise” as falsely claimed by
terror-linked propaganda, the Yatra is a deeply personal act of
devotion — supported by the region’s people and protected by a
responsible state.

Let’s clarify the facts and uphold the truth.

Security for Pilgrims Ensures Safety and Peace

Security arrangements during the Yatra are based on real,
documented threats from Pakistan-sponsored terrorist groups,
who have attacked the pilgrimage in the past. Protecting the lives
of citizens is the state’s constitutional duty, not an act of
aggression.

These measures are meant to safeguard pilgrims, local Kashmiris
who support the Yatra, and ensure peace throughout the region
— not to create hardship. In fact, forces are specifically trained to
facilitate emergency movement and civilian welfare, including
medical services.

Kashmiris as Partners in Pilgrimage

Each year, thousands of local Kashmiris — from pony owners to
hoteliers and civil society volunteers — play a central role in
making the Yatra a success. Their hospitality reflects the true spirit
of Kashmiriyat, the centuries-old culture of coexistence,
compassion, and shared identity.
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Portraying them as “stooges” is a cruel insult to their dignity and
contribution. The Amarnath Yatra is an opportunity for cultural
and economic connection, not division.

Preserving the Himalayas Together

India is committed to sustainable pilgrimage practices.
Environmental agencies and the Jammu & Kashmir administration
enforce strict protocols to preserve the region’s fragile ecology.
The number of pilgrims is regulated, and waste management is
continually improving with modern infrastructure.

Instead of politicizing environmental issues, the focus is on joint
responsibility — where every visitor, authority, and local
contributes to protecting Kashmir’s natural beauty. Respecting All
Faiths and Festivals.

India’s secular democracy ensures religious freedom for all.
Ramadan, Eid, Friday prayers, and Muharram processions are
regularly held across the Valley. Temporary restrictions, when
imposed, are solely for security and public safety, especially when
violent provocations are anticipated.

The reality is that every major religion thrives on Indian soil — a
fact that extremist narratives conveniently ignore while claiming
selective oppression.

Peace and Progress Over Propaganda

The Amarnath Yatra is not a symbol of dominance — it is a symbol
of India’s unity in diversity. The false narrative pushed by anti-
India elements seeks to turn a peaceful spiritual journey into a
political weapon. But the ground reality speaks otherwise:
Kashmiris and pilgrims coexist with mutual respect during the
Yatra.
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The people of Jammu and Kashmir have time and again shown
that they seek peace, development, and dignity — not a return to
conflict.

A Pathway to Harmony and Healing

The Amarnath Yatra represents faith, courage, and the shared
hopes of a diverse nation. Despite threats and propaganda, it
continues to grow as a symbol of spiritual strength and national
unity.

India will continue to walk the path of peace, protect its people,
and promote a Kashmir that welcomes every citizen — regardless
of religion. The future lies in dialogue, development, and
devotion, not division.
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AUTHOR’S NOTE

Kashmir today is moving toward a future defined not by
conflict, but by opportunity, dignity, and growth. While
some continue to frame the region’s present as a
continuation of historical struggles, the reality on the
ground tells a different story—one where education,
infrastructure, tourism, and economic revival are reshaping
the lives of everyday Kashmiris. The people of the Valley
are not driven by fear or chained to old narratives—they
are choosing peace, stability, and progress. Calls to “revive
resistance” overlook the immense potential being realized
through development and national integration. Labeling
these advancements as “colonial projects” ignores the
tangible improvements that have brought real change:
better healthcare, more schools, growing entrepreneurship,
and renewed international interest in Kashmir as a cultural
and economic destination. Instead of returning to a path of
unrest, this is the moment to invest in unity, harness the
energy of the youth, and honor the spirit of Kashmiriyat—
which is rooted in harmony, coexistence, and compassion.
Real strength today lies in rejecting cycles of agitation and
embracing a vision where Kashmir stands not as a symbol
of resistance, but as a model of resilience and renewal.
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